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tokens that their modesty permitted were " obvious
to every eye/' It is worth noting that Spenser says
pretty much the same, but in fanciful verse which
makes Stella the sole cause of Astrophel's coldness
towards others.

Full many maidens often did him woo

Them to vouchsafe amongst his rhymes to name,

Or make for them as he was wont to do

For her that did his heart with love enflame ;

For which they promised to dight for him

Gay chapelets of flowers and garlands trim.

Another statement by the gossip just cited, and
one which we can more readily believe, especially as
Sir Francis Walsingham, if influential enough to
help his future son-in-law to some employment under
the Crown, was too poor to provide his daughter
with a large dowry, is that the marriage was of the
sort likeliest to lead to happiness on both sides,
" Though Sir Philip received no considerable accru-
ment of means by his match," we are told, "yet,
accounting virtue a portion to itself, he so affection-
ately loved her that herein he was exemplary to all
gentlemen not to cany their love in their purses, or
so to consult profit as to prefer it before merit in
marriage." Sir Henry too, in his letter of the 1st
of March, speaks of "the joyful love and great liking
between our most dear and sweet children, whom
God bless." "Commend me," he adds, "most
heartily to my good lady cousin and sister, your
wife, and bless and buss our sweet daughter.'*

We have much 'less information than we could
wish concerning the circumstances of Sir Philip